[The results of the conservative treatment of patients with small-cell lung cancer].
The results of conservative treatment of 246 cases of small-cell cancer of the lung at The All-Union Center for Oncology Research of the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences (1974-1982) are discussed. Survival for two years was registered in 45 cases (18%), 2.5 years--10% and three years--in 7%. Twelve survivors (5%) have had a 5-13-year tumor-free interval and are considered cured. Five--year survival and more was observed only in patients with localized tumors who had received both combination chemotherapy and chemoradiation treatment. Prophylactic irradiation of the brain did not improve 2- or 5-year survival. The evidence on the role of chemotherapeutic support remains inconclusive. A second malignancy was detected in 2 of 45 patients 3 and 5 years after complete remission.